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Meaning as a constraint in English Coordination of Unlikes

Coordinate structures can be formed with conjuncts of distinct
parts of speech. Such structures challenge standard assumptions
about syntax and semantics in coordination, and have yet to receive
an explanatory account. Previous approaches usually stipulate that
coordinate structures enumerate the categories of the conjuncts
therein, and that selecting heads likewise list all the possible cate-
gories they can combine with. The account pursued in this talk aims
to explain why the empirical facts are the way they are, by propos-
ing that certain parts of the grammar simply impose fewer mor-
phosyntactic constraints than traditionally assumed. As a result this
underspecificaton, a semantically- and functionally-driven general-
ization emerges in which the grammar becomes simpler and the
phenomena far less exotic.
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