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Probing syntactic and semantic properties of 
grammaticalization

Studies in grammaticalization aim to establish regularities  in the 
emergence  of  grammatical  categories  in  the  course  of  language 
change. The main focus is on the lexical source and on the possible 
grammaticalization  paths,  resulting  from semantic  bleaching and 
loss of syntactic autonomy of the source construction.
In this presentation, I examine the role of syntax and semantics in 
grammaticalization  paths,  using  case  studies  of  verbs  meaning 
GIVE.
The first case study probes the development of GIVE serial verbs 
into prepositions. Based on the syntactic and semantic contrasts be-
tween recipient/ benefactive GIVE serial verbs and their cognates in 
Haitian and Martinican Creole (French-lexifier Atlantic Creoles) I 
show that  despite  superficial  similarities,  the  grammaticalization 
paths show clear systematic syntactic and semantic contrasts.
The second case study examines the development of verbs meaning 
GIVE into causative auxiliaries. Generally, auxiliary constructions 
develop from a lexical  source construction with a given comple-
mentation frame. However, the development of causative auxiliaries 
from GIVE-verbs shows that in the course of grammaticalization 
sentential complementation that is absent from the source verb can 
be an innovation of the grammaticalized construction.
I propose a range of syntactic and semantic contrasts that can be 
applied as diagnostics in language description to carry over insights 
from formal semantics and syntax to enrich our understanding of 
grammatical change.
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Probing syntactic and semantic properties of grammaticalization



Studies in grammaticalization aim to establish regularities in the emergence of grammatical categories in the course of language change. The main focus is on the lexical source and on the possible grammaticalization paths, resulting from semantic bleaching and loss of syntactic autonomy of the source construction.

In this presentation, I examine the role of syntax and semantics in grammaticalization paths, using case studies of verbs meaning GIVE.

The first case study probes the development of GIVE serial verbs into prepositions. Based on the syntactic and semantic contrasts be­tween recipient/ benefactive GIVE serial verbs and their cognates in Haitian and Martinican Creole (French-lexifier Atlantic Creoles) I show that despite superficial similarities, the grammaticalization paths show clear systematic syntactic and semantic contrasts.

The second case study examines the development of verbs meaning GIVE into causative auxiliaries. Generally, auxiliary constructions develop from a lexical source construction with a given comple­mentation frame. However, the development of causative auxiliaries from GIVE-verbs shows that in the course of grammaticalization sentential complementation that is absent from the source verb can be an innovation of the grammaticalized construction.

I propose a range of syntactic and semantic contrasts that can be applied as diagnostics in language description to carry over insights from formal semantics and syntax to enrich our understanding of grammatical change.
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